Name:_______________________________	Date:________________________	Period:________
Unit 4: Creating a Nation Guided Reading Questions
Presidency of George Washington
1. What did George Washington mean by “I walk on untrodden ground”?
2. How many terms did Washington serve as President?
3. What is a precedent?
4. What are 4 precedents set by Washington? 
· _____________________________________________________________________________________________
· _____________________________________________________________________________________________
· _____________________________________________________________________________________________
· _____________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Who was the first Secretary of State?
6. Who was the first Secretary of Treasury?
7. Why did Washington decide to appoint other leaders to help him run the country?
8. How many executive departments make up the cabinet today? 
9. How many cabinet members were there under Washington?
10. Why did Washington want to simply be called “Mr. President” as opposed to “majesty” or “excellency”? 
11. What position did Washington take regarding war between France and Britain? 
12. Who was hardest hit by the new liquor tax? 
13. What was the Whiskey Rebellion?
14. What did Washington do to put down the rebellion? 
15. Why was Washington’s response to this rebellion significant?
16. What important precedent did Washington set at the end of his second term? 
17. What did the 22nd Amendment do? 
18. What did Washington decide to do instead of running for a 3rd term? 
19. George Washington wanted to emphasize that he was not a _________ and that the _______________ system was effective.
20. What were 2 precedents set by Washington that did not survive beyond his administration?
21. What is a Farewell Address?
22. What are 3 key points made in Washington’s Farewell Address:
· _____________________________________________________________________________________________
· _____________________________________________________________________________________________
· _____________________________________________________________________________________________
23. What was Washington’s warning about political parties? 
24. Hamilton’s political supporters were the ____________________________ who wanted to ____________________________________________________________________________________________________.
25. Jefferson’s political supporters were the ____________________________ who wanted to ____________________________________________________________________________________________________.
26. Why was Washington’s presidency uniquely challenging? 
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27. According to the quote, why was the Whiskey Rebellion a good test of the new government?
Presidency of John Adams
28. Who ran for President during the election of 1796?
29. Adams won by only a __________ margin in the Electoral College. George Washington’s elections in 1789 and 1792 were both _________________.
30. What percentage of votes by the Electoral College were needed in order to win the Presidency?
31. What was used to determine who was Vice President?
32. Why was this a problem? 
33. How many terms did Adams serve as President?
34. List 5 examples of John Adams’s government experiences prior to becoming President:
· _____________________________________________________________________________________________
· _____________________________________________________________________________________________
· _____________________________________________________________________________________________
· _____________________________________________________________________________________________
· _____________________________________________________________________________________________
35. What group and person vehemently criticized Adams during his presidency? 
36. Why did Adams pass the Alien and Sedition Acts?
37. What did these laws give the Executive Branch the power to do to immigrants? 
38. These laws also made it a crime to write, publish, or speak anything of ______________________________________ about the __________________________ or ____________________________. 
39. Who were the main target of these laws? 
Election of 1800
40. What are 3 things that hurt John Adam’s chances of winning re-election in 1800?
· _____________________________________________________________________________________________
· _____________________________________________________________________________________________
· _____________________________________________________________________________________________
41. What political party did the election of 1800 give power to? 
42. Who tied with Thomas Jefferson in the election? 
43. Who broke the tie? 
44. Under a more de-centralized government approach, who is given more power- the national government or states? 
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45. According to the quote, why does Jefferson believe the sedition bill disrespects the Constitution? 
Presidency of Thomas Jefferson
46. How many terms did Jefferson serve as President?
47. Where was Jefferson the first to take the oath of office? 
48. What is an inauguration? 
49. A famous line from Jefferson’s inaugural speech is: _________________________________________________________.
50. What was an area of conflict between the Federalists and the Democratic-Republicans? 
51. What political party believed in strict construction of the Constitution? 
52. What does it mean to have a strict construction of the Constitution?
53. What political party believed in loose construction of the Constitution?
54. What does it mean to have a loose construction of the Constitution? 
55. What is the “elastic clause”?
56. What French leader retrieved the Louisiana Territory from Spain? 
57. How much money was the entire Louisiana Territory sold to the U.S. for? 
58. Why was the Louisiana Purchase considered to be such a good deal? 
59. Why was the Louisiana Purchase potentially unconstitutional? 
60. How many square miles of new land did the U.S. gain through the Louisiana Purchase? 
61. Who did Jefferson send on a government-funded expedition to explore the Louisiana Territory? 
62. How long was the expedition? 
63. What were 6 accomplishments of the expedition? 
· _____________________________________________________________________________________________
· _____________________________________________________________________________________________
· _____________________________________________________________________________________________
· _____________________________________________________________________________________________
· _____________________________________________________________________________________________
· _____________________________________________________________________________________________
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64. Where did the Lewis and Clark expedition begin? 
65. What river did Lewis and Clark travel along during their journey west?
66. What year did Lewis and Clark reach the Oregon Region?
67. Did Lewis and Clark stay together on the way back home or split up to take separate paths? 
Presidency of James Madison
68. What role did James Madison serve during Jefferson’s presidency?
69. What were critical issues facing the presidency after Madison was elected?
70. What year did Britain and France go to war? 
71. Why was the U.S. caught in the middle?
72. What did Madison do on June 12th, 1812?
73. What are the 4 reasons the U.S. goes to war against Britain?
· _____________________________________________________________________________________________
· _____________________________________________________________________________________________
· _____________________________________________________________________________________________
· _____________________________________________________________________________________________
74. What is the British policy of impressment? 
75. How many soldiers made up the U.S. army in 1812?
76. Where were the 3 fronts of the War of 1812?
· _____________________________________________________________________________________________
· _____________________________________________________________________________________________
· _____________________________________________________________________________________________
77. What 2 battles serve as notable victories for the U.S. during the War of 1812?
· __________________________ & _______________________________
78. What is significant about Francis Scott Key’s poem, “The Star Spangled Banner”?
79. What treaty ended the War of 1812?
80. When was the treaty signed?
81. What general was the leader during the Battle of New Orleans? 
82. How many casualties did the British suffer from the Battle of New Orleans?
83. How many casualties did the U.S. suffer from the Battle of New Orleans?
84. Politically, the war marked the end of the ___________________ Party. 
85. Instead of hurting the economy, the war served to ___________________ America’s ____________________ growth. 
86. What did the War of 1812 mark the end of? 
87. What did the War of 1812 help produce among U.S. citizens?
88. As a result of the war, U.S. ______________________ and ______________________ improved and grew prosperous.
Presidency of James Monroe
89. What role did James Monroe serve during Madison’s presidency?
90. What year was Monroe elected President? 
91. Why is this time period in the U.S. referred to as the “Era of Good Feelings”? 
92. What did Monroe warn to the nations of Europe following the end of the Napoleonic Wars? 
93. Monroe said the United States would remain ______________ in wars between European nations and would not ______________ in their American colonies. 
94. In summary, the Monroe Doctrine defined a key aspect of United States __________________ ___________________.  
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95. Where is the Monroe Doctrine line trying to prevent Europeans from gaining access to?  
Presidency of Andrew Jackson
96. What did Andrew Jackson believe was the original mission of the Democratic-Republican party?
97. What did Andrew Jackson believe the Democratic-Republicans had become more centered on? 
98. What was the political philosophy shared by Jackson and his supporters called? 
99. Who did Jackson expand voting rights to out of respect for the “common man”? 
100. What was the number of voters in the election of 1824?
101. What was the number of voters in the election of 1840? 
102. What new political party was formed by the common men who supported Jackson? 
103. What did the old Democratic-Republican party transition into? 
104. What did the Whig Party favor and who supported them? 
105. What was the Spoils System? 
106. What did the Spoils System sometimes lead to? 
107. Jacksonian Democracy also favored limiting the power of the ____________ government in favor of expanded ________ power.
108. Why did congress pass the Tariffs of 1828 and 1832?
109. How did southerners feel about these tariffs? 
110. What did South Carolina legislators do to the tariff?
111. What does nullify mean? 
112. Who resigned as Vice President over this issue? 
113. How was the Nullification Crisis resolved? 
114. What did Calhoun continue to vocally support after the crisis was resolved? 
Jacksonian Democracy- Indian Removal Act
115. What tribes was Jackson known for attacking during his military career? 
116. Why did Jackson pass the Indian Removal Act in 1830? 
117. What did the Indian Removal Act do? 
118. Which tribe in Georgia refused to comply and give up their land? 
119. What was the Trail of Tears? 
120. How many years did Jackson serve as President? 
121. What groups did not benefit from Jacksonian Democracy? 
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122. According to the map, what 5 tribes were forced to leave the southeast? 
· _______________, _________________, _________________, _________________, _________________
123. What present day state were these tribes relocated to? 
Henry Clay and the American System
124. Who was the leader of the Whig Party? 
125. What did the Whig Party strongly believe the government should be involved in funding? 
126. Where did the Industrial Revolution begin? 
127. What changes took place during the Industrial Revolution? 
128. What year did the Industrial Revolution make its way to the U.S.? 
129. What are 4 factors that aided the Industrial Revolution in both Britain and the U.S.?
· __________________________________________________________________________________________
· __________________________________________________________________________________________
· __________________________________________________________________________________________
· __________________________________________________________________________________________
130. What is a turnpike or toll road? 
131. What were used to carry people and goods along the river when roads could not be built? 
132. What invention allowed people to travel downstream AND upstream? 
133. What is a canal? 
134. How long was the Erie Canal? 
135. How many years did it take to build the Erie Canal?
136. What year did the Erie Canal open? 
137. What 2 bodies of water were connected by the Erie Canal? 
138. By the 1830’s, what mode of transportation was being built instead of canals? 
139. By 1850, how many miles of railroad track was built across the U.S.?
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140. In 1800, how long did it take to get from New York to Illinois?
141. In 1830, how long did it take to get from New York to Illinois?
142. In 1857, how long did it take to get from New York to Illinois? 
Henry Clay and the American System (Continued)
143. What was the American System? 
144. What are the 3 components of the American System?
· _____________________________________________________________________________________________
· _____________________________________________________________________________________________
· _____________________________________________________________________________________________
145. Why did Whigs believe it was essential to bring back the National Bank?
146. Why did Jacksonian Democrats oppose the National Bank?
147. Why were most factories located and built in the North? 
148. The American South and West suppled the ______ _________________ needed to manufacture finished products. 
149. What are 3 ways goods were transported across the U.S.? 
· _____________, _____________, ______________
Second Great Awakening
150. When did the Second Great Awakening arise in the U.S.?
151. What was one of the effects of the Second Great Awakening? 
152. What were 3 areas of reform during this time?
· _____________________________________________________________________________________________
· _____________________________________________________________________________________________
· _____________________________________________________________________________________________
Public Education Movement
153. Who educated their children before the 1840’s?
154. What did reformers believe was needed in order for democracy to be effective? 
155. Who began the Common School Movement? 
156. What did the Common School Movement aim to do? 
157. Was the Public Education Movement successful?
Temperance Movement
158. What 3 things contributed to an increase in alcohol consumption during the early 19th century? 
· _____________________________________________________________________________________________
· _____________________________________________________________________________________________
· _____________________________________________________________________________________________
159. Who did the Temperance Movement want to protect? 
160. What temperance organization was created in 1835? 
161. Was the Temperance Movement successful? 
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162. What is the woman on the horse doing in the cartoon? 
163. Why do you think the cartoon artist drew a female with an axe and shield? 

Women’s Rights Movement
164. In what ways were women legally and socially inferior to men during the early 1800’s?
165. What reform movements were women leaders in? 
166. What convention in the were women activists denied access to because of their gender in the 1840’s? 
167. Who were 4 outspoken advocates for women’s equality?
· __________________, ___________________, ___________________, ____________________
168. Where and when did the Seneca Falls Conference take place? 
169. How many people attended the conference?
170. What was the Declaration of Sentiments? 
171. What important document was it modeled after?
172. How many people signed the Declaration of Sentiments? 
173. What did the Seneca Falls Conference mark the beginning of? 
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174. How does Angelina Grimke feel about slavery? 
175. Where and when did she make this statement? 
Rise of Abolitionism
176. When did slavery become an issue in American politics?
177. What 2 presidents spoke out against slavery and freed their slaves upon their deaths?
178. Slave holding was mostly confined to states south of what line? 
179. The ____________ ______ and _______________ _______________ revived slavery. 
180. Who invented the cotton gin? 
181. When was it invented? 
182. What are 3 ways politicians in the early 1800’s try to maintain “a perfect equilibrium” on the issue of slavery?
· _____________________________________________________________________________________________
· _____________________________________________________________________________________________
· _____________________________________________________________________________________________
183. What was the “gag” rule? 
184. What 2 new political parties formed in the 1850’s? 
· ______________________________ & _________________________________
185. What happened to these political parties by 1860?
186. What were 3 abolitionists groups that emerged during the early 1800’s? 
· ____________________________, ______________________________, _________________________________
187. Who are some of the most notable abolitionists of the 1800’s?
· ____________________________, ______________________________, _________________________________
188. What was the name of Garrison’s abolitionist newspaper? 
189. What was the name of Douglass’s anti-slavery newspaper? 
190. What did the new abolitionists advocate for? 
191. What makes the image to the right so powerful? 

Slave Rebellions
192. What did Nat Turner believe was his mission here on Earth? 
193. When and where did Nat Turner lead a slave rebellion? 
194. How many people were killed during the rebellion? 
195. Fear and anger over the murder of primarily white ___________ and ______________ led to many innocent Blacks becoming victims of ______ _________________.
196. How did Virginia and other southern states respond to the rebellion? 
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197. Why do you think this image was printed in Virginia newspapers? 
198. What is the title of the image? 
199. How do you think readers of the newspapers reacted to seeing this image? 
