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Unit 10: WWII and Cold War Guided Reading Questions
U.S. Enters World War II: Lend-Lease Act
1. What kind of danger was spreading through Europe during the 1930’s?
2. Why were many Americans reluctant to get involved with WWII? 
3. What did the neutrality laws passed by Congress make illegal?
4. What did “cash and carry” mean?
5. Which countries participated in the U.S. cash and carry policy? 
6. Why did Roosevelt agree to sign the Neutrality Acts into law despite disagreeing with them?
7. Even though the United States was declaring  ________________________ in World War II, the nation was still supporting the ___________________ Powers through the transfer of _______________.
8. When did Congress pass the Lend-Lease Act?
9. What did the Lend-Lease Act do? 
10. How much money did Roosevelt lend to Britain in October 1941?
11. When the United States entered World War II, _____________________ worth of equipment and supplies had already been sent to Great Britain, ___________________, the Soviet Union, and _________________.
12. What nations became allies to the U.S. after the attack on Pearl Harbor? 
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13. What is Uncle Sam doing in the cartoon? 
14. What does Hitler threaten to Uncle Sam?
15. What is Uncle Sam’s response to Hitler? 
U.S. Enters World War II: Japanese Attack on Pearl Harbor
16. On what date did the Japanese attack the U.S.?
17. Why did Japan attack the U.S.?
18. Why was the U.S. angered by Japan’s aggression in China?
19. Why was the U.S. unable to give aid to the Chinese in the early 1930’s?
20. What countries did Germany take over in 1940?
21. What did the U.S. put in place in July 1941? 
22. Where did the Japanese attack the U.S.? 
23. Over __________________ Americans were killed and ______________ more were wounded, _______ ships were damaged, and over _____________ aircraft were destroyed.
24. How did the U.S. respond to the attack? 

Pacific Theater: The Battle of Midway
25. What were the 2 theaters of war the U.S. was involved in during WWII?
26. Which theater of war was made the priority? 
27. What are 3 challenges the U.S. faced in the Pacific Theater?
· ___________________________________________________________________________________
· ___________________________________________________________________________________
· ___________________________________________________________________________________
28. What was Island Hopping?
29. When did the Battle of Midway take place?
30. Who won the Battle of Midway? 
31. Why was this battle so significant?
Pacific Theater: The Manhattan Project
32. What happened to FDR in early 1945? 
33. Who took over as President?
34. What important decision had to be made? 
35. What was the Manhattan Project? 
36. How many atomic weapons were created during the project?
37. Where was the first atomic weapon tested? 
38. The successful atomic weapon test led to the creation of two working ____________ that were subsequently used against the cities of _____________________ and __________________ in a successful bid to convince the _______________________ to surrender.
39. What were 2 results of the military using the atomic bombs?
· ____________________________________________________________________________________
· ____________________________________________________________________________________
40. The mass production of _____________________ led to the development of ________________ medicine and the use of atomic _______________ for electrical power.
European Theater: D-Day
41. How long did it take for a convoy to cross the Atlantic Ocean from the U.S. to Europe? 
42. Why were American ships and cargo needed? 
43. What was initially used as a supply depot for the Allies?
44. What commodity became particularly difficult to keep supplied to troops? 
45. What is the allied invasion of Normandy, France often referred to as? 
46.  It remains the ________________ seaborne invasion in history, with over ___________________ men crossing the English Channel in ______________ vessels.
47. Was Operation Overlord successful or unsuccessful? 
48. What is one important result of the operation? 
European Theater: Fall of Berlin
49. How many Soviets died during the Battle of Berlin?
50. How many Germans died during the Battle of Berlin? 
51. What happened to Hitler during the battle? 
52. When did Germany formally surrender? 
53. What is this day also known as? 
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54. What audience is the poster depicted in Image A most likely targeting? 
55. What audience is the poster depicted in Image B most likely targeting? 
56. What audience is the poster depicted in Image C most likely targeting? 
57. What are all 3 posters promoting? 
War Mobilization
58. Why did Roosevelt’s administration create the War Productions Board?
59. What was the purpose of the War Productions Board? 
60. What did the following factories/plants produce for the war effort?
· Silk ribbon plants produced ___________________________
· Typewriter plants produced ___________________________
· Automobile manufacturers produced ___________________________________
· Kaiser Aluminum factory produced ___________________________
61. How long did it take a make a cargo ship? 
Wartime Conversion and Rationing
62. When did food rationing begin? 
63. What items required ration coupons in order to purchase them? 
64. What were ration allotments based on?
65. What were Victory Gardens?
66. Who were goods that were saved from rationing at home sent to? 


Role of Women
67. How many women volunteered for service in the Armed Forces during WWII?
68. Who was “Rosie the Riveter”? 
69. What were 4 areas of the workforce that women worked in during WWII?
· ______________________________________
· ______________________________________
· ______________________________________
· ______________________________________
70. How many women entered the workforce by the end of WWII? 
Role of Blacks 
71. Why were many blacks denied access to defense jobs? 
72. Who was A. Philip Randolph?
73. What did Randolph and other black leaders present to FDR in September 1940? 
73. How did FDR and his administration respond to their request?
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74. Who wrote this article? 
75. Who is the article intended audience?
76. What is the author of the article wanting the audience to do? 
77. Who does the author condemn? 	
78. When was this article written? 
Roosevelt’s Use of Executive Power: Integration of Defense Industries
79. When did the March on Washington movement begin? 
80. Who started the movement?
81. What was the goal of the movement? 
82. How many people did the media expect to attend the march? 
83. What did FDR fear would happen as a result of the march? 
84. What did FDR issue upon meeting with Randolph and the head of the NAACP? 
Roosevelt’s Use of Executive Power: Internment of Japanese-Americans
85. Who was the U.S. worried about posing a security risk during WWII?
86. What did the Justice Department do in 1939 at the request of President Roosevelt?
87. What were enemy aliens required to do in 1940?
88. What happened to suspects on the Enemy Alien List in 1941?
89. What did many Americans believe was a major cause of the Pearl Harbor attack? 
90. Which coast was designated as a security zone? 
91. What states were Japanese-Americans removed from? 
92. How many Japanese-Americans were removed?
93. Which Executive Order removed the Japanese-Americans?
94. Where did many of these Japanese-Americans go upon being removed? 
Cold War
95. What did the U.S. become after WWII?
96. What was the Cold War? 
97. Which two Presidents led the nation at the beginning of the Cold War? 
98. When did the Cold War begin? 
99. How long did the Cold War last? 
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100. What country is represented by the little bear in the first image? 
101. What is big Uncle Sam doing in the first image? 
102. What is the big bear doing in the second image? 
103. What do these images represent/illustrate?
Containment Policy
104. Who controlled the eastern half of Europe after WWII? 
105. What led to immediate tension between the U.S. and the Soviet Union after WWII? 
106. How did President Truman change America’s role in foreign affairs? 
107. What did President Truman recognize as America’s new responsibility after WWII? 
108. Describe the state of war-torn European nations following WWII:
· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
109. What became the key foreign policy approach post WWII-1991? 
110. What areas of the globe was the policy applied to? 
111. By pledging to protect the world from __________________ expansionism, the United States in effect became the _____________ protector from ___________________.
112. What alliance was created to provide for the mutual defense of Western Europe? 
113. What did alliances/organizations like NATO mean for America’s military? 
The Marshall Plan
114. Who proposed the European Recovery Program?
115. What did this program later become known as? 
116. What were the 2 aims of this program?	
· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
117. How many years did this program exist? 
118. How much money did congress spend on European recovery?
119. How many European nations were aided by the U.S. through this program? 
120. Why were Eastern European nations prevented from receiving money from the U.S.? 
121. What was the result and significance of the Marshall Plan? 
The Truman Doctrine 
122. What happened in Greece in 1946?
123. What country traditionally supported Greece?
124. What did Truman issue as a warning to the Soviet Union?
125. What 2 countries did the U.S. provide aid to on behalf of the Truman Doctrine? 
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126. What countries is Uncle Sam bringing a bag of money to? 
127. What is the log labeled? 
128. Why is Uncle Sam walking across the log blindfolded? 
The Korean War
129. Who was the leader of the Chinese Nationalists?
130. Who was the leader of the Chinese Communists?
131. Who won the Chinese Civil War in 1949?
132. Which side had the U.S. supported in the Chinese Civil War?
133. Which party and leader did the U.S. support in Korea?
134. Which party and leader did the Soviet Union support in Korea?
135. What happened in June of 1950? 
136. Who did the U.S. support during the Korean War? 
137. How many years did the Korean War last?
138. What is the significance of the 38th Parallel? 
139. How did the Korean War end? 
G.I. Bill
140. Who was the G.I. Bill issued to protect and reward? 
141. What were 3 provisions of the G.I. Bill?
· ____________________________________________________________________________________
· ____________________________________________________________________________________
· ____________________________________________________________________________________
142. Where were the first suburban housing developments built? 
143. How did the G.I. Bill impact the economy? 
The National Interstate and Defense Highways Act
144. When was the National Interstate and Defense Highways Act passed?
145. Who was the President when this act was passed?
146. What was the original purpose of the act?
147. Why was the old two-lane system of roads proving to be inadequate?
148. What impact did the act have on population? 
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149. According to the speaker of this quote, what is the State Department infested with? 
150. How many people does the speaker claim to be Communists? 
151. What is the speaker concerned about in regard to Communists working for our government? 
152. Who is the speaker? 
153. When was this speech given? 
154. Who was this speech addressed to?
McCarthyism
155. Who was Joseph McCarthy? 
156. What 4 accusations did McCarthy make about the Truman administration/U.S. government? 
· ________________________________________________________________________________
· ________________________________________________________________________________
· ________________________________________________________________________________
· ________________________________________________________________________________
157. Were these accusations proven as fact in the Senate hearings?
158. What position did McCarthy take after Eisenhower was elected in 1953?
159. What happened between April and June 1954? 
160. What did Joseph McCarthy hope would happen as a result of the hearings being broadcast on T.V.?
161. Why did the McCarthy hearings end up destroying his career? 
162. What is “McCarthyism”?
Truman’s Integration Policies
163. What was the purpose of the Executive Order signed by Truman in July 1945?
164. What was the first war in which the U.S. military was integrated? 
165. What were the 3 reasons for integrating the U.S. military?
· ____________________________________________________________________________________
· ____________________________________________________________________________________
· ____________________________________________________________________________________
166. What were some positive results from the integration of the U.S. military? 
167. Describe each of the Executive Orders regarding racial discrimination passed by the following Presidents:
· Roosevelt passed an executive order to ____________________________________________________
· Truman passed an executive order to ______________________________________________________
· Eisenhower passed an executive order to __________________________________________________
Brown v. Board of Education
168. What were the 2 systems of public accommodations according to “separate but equal”?
169. Why did a parent sue his local school board in Topeka, Kansas in 1951? 
170. Who took the case to the Supreme Court? 
171. What did the Supreme Court rule in 1954? 
172. What did Southern states do in response to the court’s decision? 
173. What happened in Little Rock, Arkansas in 1957?
174. What did President Eisenhower do in response? 
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175. What was most of America’s reaction to the launching of Sputnik? 
176. What country was responsible for launching the first satellite into space? 
177. What were many Americans fearful of after the launching of Sputnik? 
178. Who wrote this quote? 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Sputnik
179. What happened on October 4th, 1957? 
180. How did the U.S. already know about Spunik I?
181. What were 5 developments/responses by the U.S. following the launching of Spunik?
· ____________________________________________________________________________________
· ____________________________________________________________________________________
· ____________________________________________________________________________________

· ____________________________________________________________________________________

· ____________________________________________________________________________________
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182. What did the launching of Sputnik mark the start of?
183. What city was Sputnik launched from?
184. What was the weight of Sputnik? _____________ What was the diameter of Sputnik? ______________
185. How long did it take Spunik to complete one orbit around the Earth? 
186. What material(s) was Sputnik made from? 
187. What happened to Sputnik on January 4th, 1958? 



