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Unit 3: The Constitution Study Guide
SSUSH5 Investigate specific events and key ideas that brought about the adoption and implementation of the United States Constitution.

1. What were the Articles of Confederation?

2. List two benefits of the Articles of Confederation.
a. _____________________________________
b. _____________________________________

3. List four benefits of the Northwest Ordinance.
a. _____________________________________
b. _____________________________________
c. _____________________________________
d. _____________________________________

4. List three negative of the Articles of Confederation.
a. _____________________________________
b. _____________________________________
c. _____________________________________

5. How did Daniel Shay’s Rebellion impact the Articles of Confederation?

6. What was the purpose of the Constitution?

7. How did the Great Compromise solve the issue of state representation in the new federal government?

8. How did the Three-Fifths Compromise solve the issue of state representation in the new federal government?

9. List two limits to the power of the federal government in the Constitution.

10. Define: Separation of Powers

11. Define: Checks and Balances

12. What were the political beliefs of the Anti-Federalists?

13. List two famous Anti-Federalists
a. _____________________________________
b. _____________________________________

14. What were the political beliefs of the Federalists?

15. List two famous Federalists
a. _____________________________________
b. _____________________________________

16. Define: Ratification

17. What was the purpose of the Federalist Papers?

18. What did the Anti-Federalists want added to the Constitution, in exchange for ratifying the Constitution?

19. What was the purpose of the Bill of Rights?
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20. What was the significance of the 1763 Treaty of Paris?

21. How did the 1763 Treaty of Paris lay the groundwork for the American Revolution?

22. What was the significance of the Proclamation of 1763?

23. What was the significance of the Intolerable Acts?

24. List two colonial groups that were created as a response to the Proclamation of 1763, the Stamp Act and the Intolerable Acts?

25. Define: Committees of Correspondence

26. What was the significance of Thomas Paine’s pamphlet Common Sense?

27. What group helped write the Declaration of Independence?

28. What was the significance of John Locke’s Natural Rights?

29. What was the significance of John Locke’s Social Contract?

30. How did Benjamin Franklin and John Adams impact the American Revolution?

31. What was the role of George Washington during the American Revolution?

32. What was the significance of Baron von Steuben?

33. What was the significance of Marquis de LaFayette?

34. What was the significance of Valley Forge?

35. What was the geographic significance of the Battle of Trenton?

36. What was the geographic significance of the Battle of Saratoga?

37. What was the geographic significance of the Battle of Yorktown?

38. What was the significance of the Treaty of Paris?

39. Define: Mercantilism

40. What was the significance of the Middle Passage?

41. What are 3 contributions of African Americans during the Colonial Era?


42. How did Salutary Neglect impact colonist?

43. What was the significance of the Great Awakening?

